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From the Editor

First Issue in a brand new year! Happy New year to all.........
I’d say, after surviving a much awaited world crash, this year would bring plenty of joy 
and luck... I’m looking forward to it already!

Recently, a conversation with a friend slowly moved to other subjects and eventually 
we were talking about transmutation! Basically, I was told, that the prime of this pro-
cess would be the ability to turn anything to anything.. Saayyyyyy.... isn’t that what we 
call ‘crafting’ :)

Jokes apart, merely browsing about crafts gives me a flood of ideas to turn odd knick 
knacks into bling. Divya shares another one of her ideas to create a flower accessory 
that can add colour to a plain leather bag or be attached to a hair band or clip.

Here’s a nudge in the arm for those who think that crafts is just for women! Meet 
Somu and Preeti - of the online DIY store -Woodooz. A mere browse through their site 
got me hooked. Two is certainly company and they have talent!! I hope they bring out 
an order catalogue soon.

That being said, I’d like to introduce the landscaping artist Stephanie of Kanebros. Her 
work is a boon to those who miss nature. She has shared a few photos of her work on 
backyard landscaping. There goes another addition to my wishlist!

If there is one thing craftziners are known for, it’s the feature on traditional indian craft 
work. Phad Painting weaves various scenes of a story into a single painting. Traditional 
Phad paintings require ample skill and practice. But there is always room to dabble 
around if you are interested. Check the steps to paint the phad way at the end of the 
feature.

Finaly, we have more stocking flowers, an adorable double pom pom crochet cap 
and some great clay work with bread dough (that’s transmuting old bread into clay 
to play around with). Sewing feature in this issue is on how to take measurements for 
saree petticoat.. Bye bye tailor and bye bye readymades! Now you can make your own. 
Improvise and make a small skirt for your girl and decorate it with.......design sheet 
designs :)

Wishing you all a colourful year ahead!

Happy reading!
Sangita
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                      Featured Artist
Up Close with Somu & Preethi of Woodooz,                

                                         visit them online at http://www.woodooz.com/

I accidentally stumbled upon Woodooz 
while searching for DIY Photo Frame. I 
became instantly hooked. Here is more 
about the creative mind behind woodooz 

Tell us a little more about woo-
dooz and how it all started?

Woodooz right now is about everything 
(well almost) that one can do with sim-
ple hand tools. It is also about exploring 

creative outlets to escape the everyday 
routine, through arts and crafts. When we 
moved in to our new home and wanted 
to buy a center table, our search ended 
in vain and we did not find the right fit. It 
was Preethi’s brainwave
that we build the table ourselves with 
customized dimensions. We drove 
straight to a hardware store, bought a 
cheap electric drill, and it all started from 
there.

http://www.woodooz.com/
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Can you describe your website, and what inspired you to start?

Woodooz is an Indian blog that specializes in Woodworking, DIY, Arts and
Crafts and our tagline is “For everything that you can do yourself”. I blog about
basic Woodworking and the associated DIYs and Preethi handles all the arts and craft 
related post. The joy of embellishing our home with our own creations by itself was an 
inspiration, besides the fact that DIY is a very addictive hobby. To add to it, we also un-
derstood that woodworking as a niche is not largely explored in the Indian blog circles 

and we thought it is about time to start one.
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How did you decide on the 
brand name “woodooz”?

Working extensively with wood, which 
was our prime medium and with fabric,
handmade papers and other media that 
added vibrancy to our work, we wanted 
our “brand name” to represent all that. So 
we derived the name from “Voodoo” that 
stands for black magic, only Woodooz is 
about the magic that is an outcome of a 
spectrum of colors, functionality, and the 
purposefulness of our work.

Can you tell us something 
about the future plans for 
woodooz?

There are no long term plans as yet. But 
in the short term (6 months), we want to 
increase the readership of Woodooz to 
five times of what it is today and also add 
more video posts (1 a month).

You are a team of Couple , 
How do you manage to run 
the website?

I run the website from the standpoint of 
design and Search Engine Optimization. 
It makes it easier to have a single point 
control over what goes into the site. As 
for content, each of us individually writes 
for the projects that we work on and the 
other provides feedback on
it.. 
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Why do you think there aren’t many wood work bloggers in 
INDIA?

Our top reasons: Woodworking is still seen as merely a carpenter’s profession. People 
do not have the time to juggle between what they do and a very time consuming 
hobby. The need for certain power tools and the space to work can be a possible put 
off. Workshops that create awareness are also not available as much as it is in western 
countries. One has to be largely self taught and that can be a discouraging factor too.

On a personal front (more about Somu & Preethi), Why did you 
decide to become a Crafter and could you imagine doing any-
thing else? If so, what?

Crafting is still a leisure activity and is really not a survival necessity for us now, and
so I guess we can imagine doing lot of things besides this. But considering we have 
taken up crafting and relish our time crafting, it would be great if we manage to sus-
tain our interest levels and then maybe we would be better prepared to shoot the 
right answer to this question.
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What craft mediums do you 
work with and what are your 
most favorites?

Somu : I work mostly with wood. My fa-
vorite for the moment is plywood and I 
have to really explore and move outside 
the realm of plywood.

Preethi : Oil and acrylics are my favorite. I 
used to love water colors, but of late have 
not been using it much. I also love to make 
crafts using paper mache, which is some-
thing I learnt when I was in college. De-
coupaging is also something I totally love.

Do you still believe “do what 
you love and the money will 
come?

Money will come if one puts his / her heart 
and soul into what he / she does. At the 
same time, one should perform some real-
ity checks before jumping into pursuing 

his / her love. If there are liabilities, EMIs to 
pay, dependents to take care of etc... then 
your love has to take the backseat until 
all the other priorities are sorted out. That 
said, doing what one loves is fulfilling and 
satisfying even sans the money.

How has blogging and the in-
ternet influenced your work as 
an artist?

Earlier craft was merely craft. We make it. 
Find a place for it. And adore it. But when
we started blogging, it brought in the 
need to perfect what we were doing. The 
fact that we were going to showcase it to 
a wider audience made it essential for us 
to do even the little things right. We now 
photograph the project in its every stage 
which has become essential from a blog-

ging perspective. Sometimes, beyond 
looking at what we need, we also started 
looking at what a potential reader might 
be looking for and so some of the
work is influenced by those potential read-
ers.
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What are your secrets for managing your time wisely?

Actually there are no secrets yet as we find it difficult to manage our time. Considering
the addictive nature of the hobby, we (me in particular) sometimes tend to be overly
involved. Striking the right balance has always been a challenge and we are still work-
ing
on it.

How do you maintain a healthy balance between your profes-
sional and private life?

It is ideal to keep them both distinct and away from each other, but, that is easier said
than done. However, we consciously try to ensure that we do not indulge in one when 
we are doing the other. Fortunately, we work 5 days a week and that gives us few 
hours in the evening and the weekends. Hobby (when it is obsessive) sometimes is 
exclusive of personal and professional life and so it needs to be factored too for main-
taining that much needed balance..

Do you have a work room or your own studio/ office?

No. There is no designated work space. So far, except for the kitchen and the re-
strooms, we have used pretty much every space in our home to do our work. The 
balcony is my favorite white Preethi loves to work in the living room.
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Do you sell your work or designs? Do you participate in any 
shows or special events?

We custom make little things for friends and family and charge them a nominal price
for it. Taking it to the next level would involve selling our works and designs and that is
something we are consciously working towards. It is only a question of how soon. We
have not participated in any shows either, though we want to see how we can get into 
that in the coming days.

What are your top 5 goals that you’d like to accomplish within 
the next 5 years?

On top of our mind: 1. Increase the readership by five times to what it is today in the 
next six months 2. Approach sponsors and start taking monetizing efforts seriously 3. 
Open an online retail store with our own line of products 4. Conduct workshops on arts, 
crafts and woodworking limited to our areas of expertise 5. Make an exhaustive list of 
DIYs that everyone in India can do with everyday tools.

What is your advice for someone who would like to turn his or 
her creative dreams into reality?

Well, it is too early for us to offer any advice at this point. We are ourselves trying to
prioritize and see how we can continue with this focused approach. That said, we would
encourage all crafters to thoroughly enjoy and indulge in what they do. There is a cer-
tain charm about hand made home made items, which only a crafter can understand. 
And for everyone attempting to turn their creative dreams into a reality, we want to 
pass on our heartfelt wishes.

http://woodooz.com
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Crochet Baby Cap Two Pom Poms 

DIY PROJECT - CROCHET SERIES
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Note: If you made this cap with the pom poms, it does have small yarn tails that 
may come out of the yarn pom-poms. Please keep this in mind around small ba-
bies and children 

Skill Level - Beginner/Intermediate

Size Estimate - Newborn - 4 months 13-16 inches (size can easily be modified 
for a larger cap

Abbreviations

DC - Double Crochet
HDC - Half Double Crochet
CH - Chain
SL ST - Slip Stitch
FPDC - Front Post Double Crochet
BPDC - Back Post Double Crochet

Definitions

Front Post Double Crochet - Put your hook to the right of the stitch, around the 
post and up the opposite side.  Complete the double crochet.
Left Hand Front Post Double Crochet - Put your hook to the left of the stitch, 
around the post and up the opposite side. Complete the double crochet.

Back Post Double Crochet - Put your hook to the backside right of the stitch, 
around the front, to the left. Wrap the yarn over, pull it through, complete the 
stitch.

Left Hand Back Post Double Crochet - Put your hook to the backside left of the 
stitch, around the front, to the right. Wrap the yarn over, pull it through, complete 
the stitch.

Continual Round - Put your hook through the top of the first stitch and work the 
single crochet or stitch that you are working.  This technique is worked instead of 
joining, to eliminate the seam that will show up when you join rounds.

Yarn Marker -  Marker for the first stitch of each round. I use scrap pieces of yarn to 
mark the first stitch. 
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Work a loose chain of 42. Make sure the chain is not twisted. Join with the beginning 
chain.

Round 1: 

Work a chain 1, this will not count as a stitch.  In the same chain, work one double 
crochet. Work one DC in each chain around for a total of 42 double crochet. Join with 
the beginning stitch.

Round 2-3: 

Work a chain 1, this will not count as a stitch.  We will be working a series of post 
stitches. *Work a front post double crochet. (see definitions above for details on how 
to work the FPDC) Work a back post double crochet for each of the next two stitches. 
(see definitions above for details on how to work the BPDC, continue around from 
* for a total of 42 stitches. Join with the beginning stitch. Cut the yarn and change 
color.

Round 4-11: 

Attach the new color of yarn to the top of any stitch. Work a chain one, single cro-
chet in the same stitch.  Work 1 SC in each stitch around for a total of 42. Work the 
continual round.  You may want to use a yarn marker to mark what would be the first 
stitch in each round.  Upon completion, cut a long length of tail. This will be used to 
sew the top of the cap shut.

Thread your tapestry needle and turn the cap inside out. You will skip 6-7 stitches on 
each side, sewing the top, center shut. Knot and secure the strand when you get to 
the to the other side.  Hide the tail between the stitches. Flip the cap right side out.

Cap Corners: 

Attach the yarn to any stitch in the corner of the stitches that were left un-worked.  
Work three rounds of single crochet. This is to make the corner stand up a little high-
er than the rest of the cap.  Both sides will be done the same way. Slip stitch to finish 
off, cut off some extra yarn.  Weave the tail through the last round, pull the top shut.

Attaching Pom-Pom: 

You will run your needle through the center of the pom-pom 5-10 times making sure 
it is secure. When you go back through, make sure it is slightly over from where you 
came up so you don’t pull your yarn through.  When it is secure, make a knot under-
neath the ball. Hide the tail between the stitches.
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DIY PROJECT - ARTIFICIAL FLOWER SERIES

How to make Stocking Flowers?
             
                                                                           



ISSUE NO 10 | WWW.CRAFTZINERS.COM | CZSMAGAZINE | 21

Stocking Flower is a very unique method of flowermaking. It can be made easily with 
ome tools.  Stocking Flower making kits are easily available in the market. 

Materials Required

Stocking
Metallic wire
Sewing thread
Colored adhesive tape (floratape)
Sools :  Wire cutter , Scissors, pliers .
Pearls / Pollens.
Metallic or Plastic Shapes for obtaining shape.

To make Leaf or Petals. - The wire is bent to shape, then the stocking is stretched all 
over it. The stocking is attached with the sewing thread.

How to do?

Take a pearl and tie it with the wire. Tie the petals to this pearl with the help of the 
thread. Cover the bottom of petals with green tape. Give shape to the petals. The single 
flower is ready. Similarly, make 18 flowers. Attach the flowers. Tie the leaf to the green 
stick of flower. Flower is ready.

Crafting Inspirations from around      
the globe- get connected 

http://craftinspirationstudio.com
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Art & Crafts of India - Phad Painting
copyright - http://phadchitra.com/

Phad Stories & History

Phad illustrate mostly two popular epic traditions of Rajasthan. There are Phads for other 
deities, but these are rare. Phads of Ramdev Ji, a Rajput hero and saint from Marwar who op-
posed caste discrimination, can be found, is revered by Bhambis, Meghwals, Chamars & other 
belong to the schedule caste. but the most popular one is about Pabuji Rathore, A Rajput 
chieftain, whose elder brother rules at Kolu. He is venerated as an incarnation of Lord Rama's 
brother Lakshman by Rebari camel-herders. The second story is about the twenty four broth-
ers (Bagrawat) & Lord Devnarayan. They are popular among cattle-keeper, farmers and rural 
craftsman who generally lives in the eastern part of Rajathan. Devnarayan is an incarnation 
of Lord Vishnu and his story parallels Krishna's story many way. Devnarayan probably lived 
in the 10th century A.D., Pabuji in 14th century, and Ramdeviji in the 15th century. They all 
are "Cattle Heroes" who rescued the community's cattle and died as a result. Cattle heroes are 
collectively known as "Bhomiyo". Only some Bhomiyo become powerful gods and their cult 
develop epic poems & network of shrines.
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Story of Pabuji.

The Pabu epic follows the life and adventure of Pabuji, a Rajput chieftain/brigand 
loosely placed in fourteenth century, whose elder brother Buro ji rules at Kolu. The 
Pabuji story features episodes called “Pavaros”. Pabuji sets up his own court nearby 
with his loyal followers who include three Rajput and one Raika from lowly camel 
herding caste. The brothers are in frequent conflict with the Khichi rulers of Jayal. 
Once they had dispute over a hare hunting with Khichi. Even tactical alliance, in 
which they marry their sister Pema to the ruler Jindrav Khichi, is ultimately of no use. 
Among the many adventures of the Pabuji, one taken him across the seas to Lanka 
where Ravana lives, for Pabuji has promised to bring the special red-brown camels of 
Lanka to give his niece as a wedding gift. On the way to Lanka, Pabuji passes through 
the kingdom of Umarkot, whose princess falls in love with him; He reluctantly agrees 
to marry her. Pabuji also has dealing with woman called Deval, a cattle & horse 
breeder from whom Pabuji acquires a magical black mare “Kesar Kalami”. This mare 
had been promised  to Jindrav, who is infuriated and in retalation he punishes Deval 
by stealing her cattle. Pabiji is honor-bound  to rescue Deval’s cattle and abandons his 
wedding ceremony to do so. In the Battle that follows Pabuji spares Jindrav’s life out  
of consideration for his sister pema who is Jindrav’s  wife; but Jindrav returns with his 
allies and in this second battle Pabuji, his brother Buroji, and his followers are killed. It 
remains for Pabuji’s nephew, and Buroji’s son to avenge their death years later when he 
grow up. 

Art & Crafts of India - Phad Painting
copyright - http://phadchitra.com/
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Art & Crafts of India - Phad Painting

Story of Devnarayan
The story behind the Phad of Devnarayan has two parts. The first concerns the exploits of 
Twenty four brothers who belonged to the Bagrawat lineage of the Gurjar cattle herding caste. 
The second part tells the story and miracles of Lord Vishnu's incarnation, Devnarayan.

In the first part, The brothers acquire a boon of extraordinary wealth from Lord Shiva in the 
form of Baba Roopnath. They squander this on  fine horses and cloths., and donation to the 
poors to earn fame in the world. Their prideful acts and free spending upset the Rajput domi-
nated social order and the king of the underworld, Raja Basak (Serpant King). Upon Basak's 
insistence, Lord Vishnu arranges for the brothers to be annihilated, but only after vowing to 
take incarnation in their households after they are gone. The goddess coordinates the broth-
ers' destruction when she caused a federation of Rajput rulers to rise against the brothers, 
After this war, little more than the chief brother's wife (Sadu), four sons, and their great herd 
of cattle remain.

In second Part, Vishnu incarnated as Devnarayan comes to Sadu, and when Ravji (Rajput rul-
er) tries to kill the infant, She flees to her father's home in far away Malwa. Their Devnarayan 
spends his childhood  involved in boyish pranks reminiscent of the child Krishna. This 
changes when his caste genealogist (Chochu Bhat) appears and tells Devnarayan about the 
fate of Twenty four Bagrawat brothers. Against his mother's wishes, Devnarayan leaves Malwa 
to find his four surviving cousin-brothers and lead them to the victory against their father's 
foes. One by one, Devnarayan reunites his cousin brothers and avanges the twenty four 
brothers by killing or punishing their enemies . In the end, Devnarayan establishes his cult 
and departs fro heaven. 

copyright - http://phadchitra.com/
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The large-scale horizontal paintings on cloth portraying the epic lives of the local 
hero-gods are popularly known as Phad paintings. These paintings have the mammoth 
task of representing a complex and a full blown folk epic narrative, which it achieves 
through a very specific style of representation, filled with figures & pictorial incidents, 
these paintings form a kind of dramatic backdrop to epic story telling performances. 

Since they depict the different episodes, these paintings are customarily opened or 
unrolled only after sundown, in conjunction with the all night performance. This could 
be one reason for these paintings to be called Phad. Which means folds in Rajasthani 
dialect. The word Phad is possibly derived from Sanskrit word patt.  The painters who 
traditionally engage themselves in the profession of Phad painting are known as Phad 
painter.

Art & Crafts of India - Phad Painting
copyright - http://phadchitra.com/ copyright - http://phadchitra.com/
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Art & Crafts of India - Phad Painting

The principal subjects for the paintings are the life of two legendary Rajasthani he-
roes-Pabuji & Devnarayan ji- who are worshipped as the incarnation of lord Vishnu 
& Laxman. Each hero-god has a different performer-priest or Bhopa. The repertoire 
of the bhopas consists of epics of some of the popular local hero-gods such as Pabu-
ji, Devji, Tejaji, Gogaji, Ramdevji.The Phad also depict the lives of Ramdev Ji, Rama, 
Krishna, Budhha & Mahaveera. The iconography of these forms has evolved in a 
distinctive way. All Phads, no matter which hero-god they present, have certainly 
similarities. 

Every available inch of the canvas is crowded with figures. Another similarity is flat 
construction of the pictorial space. While the figures are harmoniously distributed 
all over the area, the scale of figure depends on the social status of the character they 
represent and the roles they play in the story.

Another Interesting feature is that the figures in the paintings do not face the audi-
ence; rather, they face each other. These paintings are very wide to accommodate 
the numerous episodes of the complex stories. 

copyright - http://phadchitra.com/
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Art & Crafts of India - Phad Painting
Making of Phad Paintings

The procedures for making Pabuji and Devnarayan Phads are similar. The artist buys a 
long piece of hand spun and hand woven cloth. Next, the surface of the cloth is starched 
and burnished so it will not absorb pigments.

 
Pigments are ground by hand and 
mixed with water and gum. 

Light yellow (pila, hartal) is made from 
yellow orpiment, which will fade away 
over time. It is used to sketch all the 
figures and structures. 

The orange (mundo barno) or saffron 
(kesriya) color used to paint faces and 
flesh is made by mixing red lead ox-
ide (sindur) with some yellow powder 
(orpimat-Hartal) available in the mar-
ket. 

Green (hara) is made from verdigris 
(jangal), acetate of copper. 

Brown (geru) is purchased in the market 
in powder form. 

Vermilion (hinglu, lal) is produced by 
pulverizing chunks of cinnabar

(mercury sulfide are). Some- times it is mixed with red oxide (sindur) to cut costs. 

Black (kala, syahi) is used to outline the details of all figures. It is made either by burn-
ing coconut shells or by collecting lampblack from burning edible oil.

Blue (Indigo) is commercially available.

After the cloth is ready and the light yellow pigment is pre-phaded, the painter sketches 
the entire program. This is a called making a map (naksha banana) or giving an out line 
(Chankana) during the sketching process, the total program is defined.

copyright - http://phadchitra.com/ copyright - http://phadchitra.com/
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Art & Crafts of India - Phad Painting
copyright - http://phadchitra.com/
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Art & Crafts of India - Phad Painting

After the cloth is ready and the light yellow pigment is pre-phaded, the painter sketches 
the entire program. This is a called making a map (naksha banana) or giving an out line 
(Chankana) during the sketching process, the total program is defined.

Next, the successive application of colors begins. Each color is applied one at a time direct-
ly from its bowl to all the places where it occurs throughout the painting. Coloring starts 
with filling in faces (mundo bharno). When applying this saffron color, the artist carefully 
leaves a place for eyes and maintains proper body proportions. Yellow, green, brown, and 
red are applied one after the other. By applying the lighter colors first, and using. increas-
ingly darker colors with each application, the artist progressively readjusts the boundaries 
between other colors and the background. In this way, the form of the figures is perfected.

The most laborious task is applying the black outline. This takes days because of the detail 
required for every figure the black outline is completed, the black and blue surfaces are 
filled in.

copyright - http://phadchitra.com/ copyright - http://phadchitra.com/



30 | CZS MAGAZINE | WWW.CRAFTZINERS.COM | ISSUE  NO 10

Art & Crafts of India - Phad Painting
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Art & Crafts of India - Phad Painting
Materials

Acrylic based paper
Design Sheet
Poster colors
Carbon paper
Black sketch pen

How to do?

Step 1: Choose a design

Step 2: First draw the required pattern on the trace paper and copy the design into the 
cloth/paper using carbon sheet

Step 3: Now first paint the human figures. Then animals and other components of the 
picture. The background is painted last. This is to set each area's base colour

Step 4: This step need fine brushes to beautify the Floors, carpets, human figure with 
intricate detailing. This also includes techniques like shading, highlighting, washing,

Step 5: Outlines the figures with a darker colour and highlight the jewellery and other 
parts using Black pen.

Read a book everyday - Do join our 
wonderful  sponsor online read a book 
community
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How to make Drapery using using Bread Dough?
by  Lalita Solomon

Bread Dougb Materials

7 slices white bread,remove crusts.
7 tablespoons any white glue glue
a few drops glycerin.

Break the bread into small pieces .Add glue and glycerin.Use your hands to com-
bine.Work it until you get a nice clay consistency.Add drops of water to thin or 
more bread to thicken (bread densities vary).



ISSUE NO 10 | WWW.CRAFTZINERS.COM | CZSMAGAZINE | 33

Step: 1: Stick 1” thermocol to Hand 
textured 8*8” plywood.

Step: 2: Roll the dough like a thin 
chapati.

Step: 3: Cut in triangles. Step: 4: Add Borders.
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Step: 5: Stick a triangle over the corner ledge. Step:6: Keep adding triangles and make pleats.

Step 7: Cover the whole ledge.

Step 8 & 9 : Add more drapes.
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Step 10: Stick Handcrafted items
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MEASURUMENTS REQUIRED

Skirt length
Waist

FABRIC REQUIRED

Twice Skirt length + 1/4 meter

DRAFTING PROCEDURE

AC =Skirt length  + 2.5 
AB = 1/2 widht of the fabric
BD = AC
CD= AB
AE = 1/8th waist + 0.75” or 3/4”
DF = 1/8th waist + 1.25” or AE + 1/2”
Join CX = BY with a smooth curve.

NOTCHES
1) Measure 8” from E and mark one notch.
2) Measure 8” from F and mark one notch.
3) Measure 8” from D and mark two notch.

Seam Allowances are included in the draft.

DIY PROJECT - SEWING SERIES

HOW TO MAKE 6 GORE SAREE PETTICOAT
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DIY BACKYARD LANDSCAPING IDEAS

by Stephanie

Our backyards can become a sanctuary with a little bit of hard work. Whether you 
want a place to host summertime parties, a place to relax after work or a mixture of 
both you can make this come to fruition on your own without the help of a profes-
sional. The key is to know what you want and make sure to keep your ideas within 
your skill range.

A New Patio

Patios can be made of just about any type of rock, but concrete and brick are the easi-
est to work with when you are planning to do it yourself. Concrete is quite easy to 
our. You will just need to create a a frame which will be the size and shape of your 
patio. You will create this frame with wood, pour the concrete, allow it to set and then 
remove the frame and you are good to go. Bricks are a more tedious project because 
each brick is put down separately and then you grout them into place, but once you 
are done you are sure to be happy with the results.

visit online at - http://www.kanebros.com/
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Meditation Garden

This is more about the plants and flowers than anything else. You want to choose plants and
flowers that you find relaxing and choose a color scheme that is not too busy. For example,
purples and blues work well to create a serene environment. If you are looking for some-
thing more energetic, go for reds, pinks, yellows and oranges. You can create this space as 
big or assmall as you would like. Since this only requires planting, this is a DIY project that 
you can take care of over the weekend. You may also consider putting a chair or two that you 
find relaxing so this can double as a place to kick back and read in peace.

Food and Drinks

If you plan to host parties, you need a place to make food and drinks, as well as seating. This
can be placed on a patio and can take on any look you would like. Two popular styles are 
French cafe and modern. A French cafe design would involve shabby chic cafe furniture, 
such as iron chairs and a small table, making it ideal for more intimate gatherings. Modern 
would involve straight lines and comfortable cushions. You could build the seating yourself 
with wood. Of course, you will also need a good grill and some counter space to lay out food 
and create drinks for your guests.
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Beach Theme

Even if you do not live near a beach, you can still enjoy that beach environment right in 
your own backyard. You can create rope and wooden pole fencing, put down sand and 
use plants and flowers in bright colors to create a tropical feel. Things like tiki torches, 
wooden chaise lounges and a swimming pool would create this look. Since a beach 
theme just screams weekend parties, you will also want an area where guests can sit 
down to eat, chat and enjoy tropical cocktails. This one sounds like a lot of work, but 
it is probably the easiest one to pull off, as well as the least expensive. You just want to 
have extra sand around and be prepared to sweep a lot because winds will carry the 
sand throughout the yard and will need to be swept back into place and occasionally 
replenished when it starts to get low.

About the Author: 

Stephanie writes about landscaping and exterior design. She reviews sites like KaneBros.
com to help people get ideas for their yards. When she's not working she catches butter-
flies with her 2 daughters.
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DIY PROJECT - Sun Flower Mirror
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DIY PROJECT - Sun Flower Mirror
You will need

Materials

Card
modelling clay
small terracotta or plastic flowerpot,
plaster of paris
aluminium tubing
mirror - round
acrylic paints : yellow, white, brown and green.

Equipments

pair of compasses
pencil
ruler
scissors
rolling pins
plaster mixing container
clay modelling tools
old ballpoint pen
paint mixing container
paintbrush

How to do?

Cut out a circular card template. Cut diameter circle from the centre of this circle.
Roll out a sheet of clay to a thickness of 5mm/1/4 in and use the template to cut 
out the two rings.

Seal the drainage holes in the bottom of the flowerpot with clay. Mix up the plaster 
and pour it into the pot. When the plaster is semi-dry. insert the tube in the middle. 
Allow to dry. Remove the tube. Place the mirror in the center of one rin and place 
the tube with one end resting on the bottom edge of the circle. Put the second 
ring on top. Seal the edges with a wet modelling tool.

Roll out another sheet of clay in a long oval shape. Cut out regular flower petal 
shapes.
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Arrach petals all around the back of the mirror, sealin the edges with the tool. Then at-
tach petals to the front, so that they cover the spaces between the back petals. Bend 
some of the flower petals to make the sunflower look more realistic

Roll two long thin clay “sausages” and flatten them. Put one on top of the join between 
the petals and the mirror and one at the edge of the mirror. Press the end of a pen in to 
the sausages to create little depression all over.

Mix the yellow and white paint to make a sunny yellow, the paint the sunflower petals 
yellow with it.

Paint the border around the mirror with brown. Remove the tube and paint it green. Re-
insert the tube in the flowerpot and fit the mirror on top.

Shop online at :
http://cccraftstore.blogspot.in/

http://cccraftstore.blogspot.in/
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How to create a Traditional Man?
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Materials

Canvas Board
Wax
Brushes
Acrylic Paints
Wudfin
Knife
Wall Putty
Tissuepaper
Piece of cloth
Utensil

How to do?

Take a utensil, double boil the wax and mix wall putty in it to form a dough.
Take a knife and make a layer of this dough on the canvas.
Now mix some tissue paper in the dough and place them on the canvas in the shape of 
your desired design. Let it dry.
Paint the canvas with Chrome yellow, lemon yellow, orange, crimson, burnt sienna, 
brown and yellow ochre.
Take a wet piece of cloth and dab it on the canvas to remove the extra color.
Paint the man with black, crimson, yellow ochre.
Apply a coat of wudin on the canvas.
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Crafty Reads for the month

    
                    Missed any old issues ? Download all the old issues online at 
                                          www.czsmag.craftziners.com

The Handmade Marketplace: How to 
Sell Your Crafts Locally, Globally, and 
On-Line by Kari Chapin 

“For folks who create unique things with 
a view to getting paid, this book should 
prove quite useful...for makers at any 
stage, from just-thinking-about-it to 
ready-to-quit-my-day-job.” (BookPage )

 ENCYCLOPEDIA OF NEEDLE-
WORK (Fully Illustrated) by
Thérèse de Dillmont 

The Encyclopedia of Needlework is a 
classic reference covering all aspects of 
needlework. This handsome hardback 
contains the full text and all 890 illustra-
tions. The chapters are Sewing, Mend-
ing, Single and Cut Open Work, Net and 
Damask Stitches, White Embroidery, Flat 
and Gold Stitch Embroidery, Tapestry 
and Line Embroidery, Knitting, Crochet, 
Tatting, Netting, Irish Lace, Laces of Dif-
ferent Kinds, Miscellaneous Fancy Work, 
and Practical Directions.

The Art of Wire: Creative Tech-
niques for Designer Jewelry by
J. Marsha Michler

Wire working only requires a few simple 
tools, but it provides endless opportuni-
ties to create artful jewelry. Whether you 
are new to jewelry making or a seasoned 
artist, wire is a medium rich in possibility. 

http://czsmag.craftziners.com/
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Back Issues

    
                    Missed any old issues ? Download all the old issues online at 
                                          www.czsmag.craftziners.com

Issue 1
April 2012

All about Tanjore 
Painting

Issue 2
May 2012

All about Kerala 
Mural

Issue 3
June 2012

All about Madhu-
bani

Issue 4
July 2012

All about Thangka

Issue 5
August 2012

All about Kalmkari

Issue 6
Sept 2012

All about Patachi-
tra

Issue 7
Oct 2012

All about Warli

Issue 8
Nov 2012

All about Kalighat

http://czsmag.craftziners.com/
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Goldwork Embroidery
We are continuing for last issue, some more interesting tools used for Gold Work

Pliers

It can be handy to keep a pair of small flat nose pliers in your metal thread workbox. They 
are useful for pulling the needle through thick layers of padding.

Pounce Pad

This tool is made in the same way as the rolled felt bobbin

Pricking tool

This tool is used for making tiny holes in the traced pattern for the pricks and pounce trans-
fer method.

Scissors

Craft Scissors are useful for cutting templates

Embroidery Scissors are small pointed  sharp scissors used for cutting embroidery and 
couching threads.

Metal thread scissors are small short bladed pointy scissors, such as Friskars 4”. They are 
used for cutting metal threads and purls.

Sewing threads

We use light colored thread for basting and tacking. Darker color threads may leave stain 
and damage the fabric easily.

Thimble

Metal threads can be hard on your fingers, when pushing the needle through layers of pad-
ding and securing the tails. A thimble is worn on the middle finger and is used to push the 
needle through the fabric.

Tweezers

Pointed tweezers are used to manipulate the metal threads. They are used to shape the 
threads when turning corners and sharp points.
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Fabrics

Most of the fabrics can be used for goldwork  embroidery. When deciding the fabric take 
the design into consideration.

backing fabric

The main fabric is backed with another fabric to provide extra strength and stability.
Calico, fine linen and cotton are all suitable as backing fabrics. Its important to wash the 
backing fabric before using.

main fabric

Gold embroidery is very heavy so choose your fabric accordingly. 

Cotton, linens and wools are available in multiude of weights and textures. Most are firmly 
woven, making them suitable for gold embroidery. 

Furnishing fabrics such as damask and jacquard, have patterns woven into the fabric and 
are not suitable for small projects but stunning results can be achieved when used on large 
scale.

Man madce fabrics can also be used.

Silk fabric is the mostly used as the sheen of the fabric creates a beautiful background for 
the metallic threads.

Velvet is a beautiful fabric with a raised pile that does present the embroiderer with a chal-
lenge. For the best result, the embroidery should be worked on a separate piece of fabric and 
applied to the velvet. You can also stitch felt on to the velvet and then embroidery worked 
over the felt. When working with velvet, be aware that the direction of the pile will affect the 
appearance of the fabric

In the next issue we will cover the materials and the stitches used in Gold 
Work.
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9 Effective ways to use your scraps
by Priya

visit her online at  http://colorconceptions.blogspot.in/

Here are the few ways to use your scraps effectively.

  1.Punch outs/Die cuts/Hand cuts
  2.Paper Weaving
  3.Bargello Technique
  4.Paper Pleating
  5.As ribbons and bows
  6.Epoxy stickers and buttons
  7.In Bookmarks and tags
  8.Paper Piecing
  9.Paper Tearing

Punch outs/Die cuts/Hand cuts     A very basic method, which everybody uses to 
exhaust the scraps.These can be used in layering or for making handmade flowers and 
embellishments!

                                      handcut squares for bg and die cut for flower

http://colorconceptions.blogspot.in/
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Paper Weaving     This gives a quilting effect to the paper. In the below example, I have 
used only 2 designs of pattern paper strips.. You can use multiple also.

Bargello Technique     This technique involves a little bit of effort, but well worth it!!Makes 
gorgeous backgrounds,

  Scraps for bg,die cut butterfly,ribbon, paper pleating,tag,bow,and button
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Paper Pleating    This is another way of using your Pattern paper strips.Score at 1” and 
0.5” alternatively and fold it back and forth along the scores. So easy!See the above card for 
inspiration.

As ribbons and bows
    If you do not have the ribbon in the color/pattern you need,Pattern paper strips can be 
used instead of them!Cheaper and easier than running to shop for buying that spl ribbon 
for that spl card.. :)

              You can also make bows with them. See the above card for inspiration.

Epoxy stickers and buttons     This requires only the tiniest bit of scrap paper! and the 
results you get are amazing!!
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I used it in the above card.

In Bookmarks and tags     Make beautiful bookmarks and tags to gift your friends..
Simpler way to use up your scraps(not only PP, but also card scraps).. but very attractive 
when it turns out to be a gift!!
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Paper Piecing    This is an age old method, but very effective!! makes wonders with the 
stamps you have..! You would nt believe,it could be this gorgeous,when Paper pieced!.It gives 
more depth and dimension to the image!.

Paper Tearing     Ahh!! this is what we had done since childhood days!Needs no explana-
tion.. We all know, this ourselves, but this idea would nt strike when thinking about using 
your scraps..See the above picture for inspiration.

Do try all the methods. For more tips and tutorials visit - 
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Shop online at :
http://www.facebook.com/JewelsofSayuri

http://www.facebook.com/JewelsofSayuri
http://www.facebook.com/JewelsofSayuri
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Pinterest Love
I just love takeout food, and the result I have lot of plastic spoons. Now here are some 
creative ways to use these spoons.

Pendant shade with plastic spoons - 
http://home-dzine.co.za/crafts/craft-spoon-
lampshade.htm 

Pottery Barn Inspired Hurricane- 
http://www.thehappierhomemaker.
com/2012/08/pottery-barn-inspired-
hurricane.html 

Cute Plastic Spoon Wreath - http://
www.thenester.com/2011/07/plastic-
spoon-laurel-wreath.html 

http://home-dzine.co.za/crafts/craft-spoon-lampshade.htm
http://home-dzine.co.za/crafts/craft-spoon-lampshade.htm
http://www.thehappierhomemaker.com/2012/08/pottery-barn-inspired-hurricane.html
http://www.thehappierhomemaker.com/2012/08/pottery-barn-inspired-hurricane.html
http://www.thehappierhomemaker.com/2012/08/pottery-barn-inspired-hurricane.html
http://www.thehappierhomemaker.com/2012/08/pottery-barn-inspired-hurricane.html
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One of the best way to use Spoons - Chrysanthemum Clock  and mirror.

http://www.home-dzine.co.za/crafts/craft-chrysspoon.htm
http://www.littlethingsbringsmiles.com/2012/08/plastic-spoon-mirror-tutorial.html
http://www.home-dzine.co.za/crafts/craft-chrysspoon.htm
http://www.littlethingsbringsmiles.com/2012/08/plastic-spoon-mirror-tutorial.html
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Art Gallery of 
Craftziners Members
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In this issue we are showcas-
ing the work of  Jaya, You 
can see more of her works 
at http://craftziners.info/profile/
jaya496

http://craftziners.info/profile/jaya496
http://craftziners.info/profile/jaya496
http://www.clayflowerart.blogspot.in/
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Your free downloads for this month.
 New Downloads for free every month 
visit - www.allpatternsdirectory.com
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DO VISIT OUR CONTRIBUTORS AND SHARE THEM 
THE LOVE
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Do you need more hits to your blog? Do you 
have an interesting article / tutorial that you want to 
share to our readers? Then just send the article or ar-
ticle link to our editors at CRAFTZINERS. You can be in 
our next feature. Just mail to craftziners@gmail.com


